
Hesleden Primary School – Fun things to do at home – Nursery 
 

Use this grid as a guide for activities to do during time spent at home. There are 15 activities to try. You can also come up with your own activities. 
Please remember to read every single day. There are free ebooks available via the Oxford Owl website https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-
book/library-page/ if you want to try something different.  
A big favourite in Class 1 is https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks to support maths practice. CBeebies itself has many fun things to try! 
Other websites provide online support and active learning ideas, for example: https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/   and 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/nursery-rhymes-and-songs-collection 

Listening 
Make a shaker using 
plastic cups, 
cardboard tubes or 
bottles and dried 
peas, beads, cotton 
wool, cut up straws 
Play the shaker or 

other instruments and talk about 
the sounds- are they loud or quiet? 
How can the sound be changed?  
Go on a listening walk around the 
house or when you exercise 
outside. 
Does your child recognise sounds 
such as a birds singing, the 
crunching sounds their feet make 
in leaves or snow and an aeroplane 
flying past.  

Nursery Rhymes and Stories 
Sing and share nursery rhymes 
every day. Ask your child which 
rhymes they sing at nursery. 
Read stories to your child and 
chat about the story. Make 
puppets with your child to help 
you tell the story. Re-enact the 
story with the puppets 
afterwards, encouraging your 
child to use their own words. 
Encourage your child to join in 
with the story and talk about 
what’s going to happen next. 
Ask them to identify their 
favourite part of the story. Can 
they tell you why they like that 
part best? 
 

Mark Making 
Encourage your child to 
write/mark make. This could be 
a recipe, a label on a picture, a 
label for a model they’ve made 
or a sign to put up in the home. 
Value all their contributions as 
they make marks and their 
emergent writing. It might look 
like squiggles with a few letter 
shapes perhaps, but this is an 
important phase children work 
through on their journey to 
becoming a writer. Encourage 
them to tell you what their 
writing says (any marks they 
have made).  

Helping 
Encourage your child to help 
you with household tasks 
such as sorting the laundry, 
tidying a room, sorting out a 
drawer, working in the 
garden, setting the table and 
talk all the time. Describe 
what you are doing as you 
work together on tasks and 
encourage your child to do 
the same. 
If you are sorting socks talk 
about matching the patterns. 

 

Counting 
Put four objects on the floor, 
for instance, four teddies, 
four books or four tins of 
beans. Ask your child to count 
the objects and say how 
many there are. Put two 
pieces of A4 paper (or two 
placemats) on the floor. Invite 
your child to close their eyes 
whilst you put one object on 
one piece of paper and the 
other three on the other. 
Invite your child to count 
them again altogether (still 4). 
Ask them to close their eyes 
and move the objects so 
there are two on each piece 
of paper. Invite your child to 
count them again- the 
quantity remains as 4. Try it 
with smaller or larger 
numbers of items according 
to the pace of learning for 
your 
child. 
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We have been reading about 
‘Supertato’. Why not try some 
‘Supertato’ Maths! Ask your adult 
to help you write out some number 
cards and match the correct 
number of potatoes to the cards. 
Try matching them to 5 and then to 
10. If you don’t have enough 
potatoes you could draw your 
own! 
 
 

 

‘Supertato’ saves the vegetables 
in the supermarket from the evil 
pea. Can you draw 5 or 10 evil 
peas (make sure you know how 
many) and then ask your adult 
to hide them around the house. 
Can you find all the peas? 
Describe where they were and 
count them with your adult to 
make sure you have found them 
all. Next you hide the peas and 
give your adult clues to help 
them find them. Try and use 
some positional language such 
as behind, on top, in front of, 
and next 
to. 
 
 

Play an ‘I spy’ type game about 
different shapes. Place some 
items of differing shapes in 
front of you both, for example a 
tin of food, an orange, a tissue 
box, ornaments, plant pots, 
plants, a candle, a banana and 
so on. The adult should say ‘I 
spy with my little eye something 
that is curved, or long, tall, 
smooth, wide, bumpy, pointy, 
has four corners, has six sides.’ 
Use one descriptive word at a 
time, adding more until your 
child guesses accurately. Over 
time they may then be able to 
do the describing. 
 
 
 

Go for a shape hunt in your 
house and garden. Give your 
child a shape to hold and see 
how many of that shape they 
can find. Take photos/draw 
pictures of the shapes to 
create a shape book (make a 
book representing the shape 
you are looking for). Take 
obscure photos of objects 
around your home and 
encourage your child to find 
where they are, for instance, 
a close-up photo of a bath 
plug hole, a close-up photo 
of a cheese grater, or carpet, 
bed sheet, drying rack, etc. 

 

Play shops with a family 
member.  
It could be a supermarket, a 
toy shop or a shoe shop or 
anything else you can think 
of. Your adult could help you 
write out some price tags. 
E.g.1p, 2p, 5p. 
You could use some real coins 
to pay for your shopping. 
Pick some items to buy each.  
How many items do you 
have? How many does your 
family member have?  
Who has the most items? 
Who has the least? 
How many do you have 
altogether? 

 

  



Make your own ‘Supertato’ and 
maybe some vegetable friends! 
You can watch the story on you 
tube or read it at home if you have 
the book. You could even act out 
the story! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QlaMeNmTG6c 

 
 

Play musical statues 
What to do 

 Play fun music to dance to – 
when the music is stopped 
everyone freezes.  

  Add in elements, e.g. 
jumping, big movements, 
dance like a robot, dance 
like you’re in space, to 
provide variety to the 
dancing.  

  Add challenges, e.g. when 
the music stops… freeze in 
an animal shape, pulling a 
face, with your hands on 
your head, etc.  

  With more than one child 
you can add some friendly 
competition. 
Questions to ask  
What parts of your body are 
you using? How can you 
freeze without falling over? 
How can we describe our 
movements? Are they 
big/small/fast/slow? 

 

Dough disco 
This is a great activity to improve 
fine motor skills.  
Children can be encouraged to turn 
their playdough into balls, 
sausages, pancakes, or even snakes 
and can take their fingers for a 
dance across a flattened playdough 
surface!  
There are videos available on 
YouTube which show different 
versions of dough disco.(Try the 
links below.) Have fun with it, and 
watch your child’s Fine motor 
development transform over time! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DrBsNhwxzgc  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=i-IfzeG1aC4 
 
If you don’t have playdough at 
home you can make your own 
using the following recipe. 
Ingredients: 
2 cups of plain flour 
Half a cup of salt  
2 tablespoons of cooking oil  
2 tablespoons of cream of tartar 1 
to 1.5 cups boiling water 
 
Mix all the ingredients and then 
knead the dough, after it has 
cooled a little! You can add food 
colouring and even 
scents e.g. add spices 
such as ginger or 
peppermint using 
peppermint essence.  

 Create a fire work picture 
 
At new year lots of people 
celebrate by watching 
fireworks. Create your own 
firework picture with paints. 
You could make a printing 
tool using pipe cleaners,  
straws or a cardboard tube. 
You could also use cotton 
buds to paint with or 
marbles covered in paint 
rolled across the page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Freeze ‘Supertato’ 
In the ‘Supertato’ story the 
evil pea freezes Supertato. 
Freeze a potato or other 
vegetables in a food box filled 
with water. Talk to your child 
about what they could use to 
free the vegetable. Try using 
tools such as forks or toffee 
hammers to free him. (Good 
for their fine motor 
development) 
Add some salt to see if that 
speeds up the process. Talk to 
your child about using heat to 
melt the ice. Where could you 

put him that 
is warm?  
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