Hesleden Primary School –

Newsletter [Jan/Feb 2020]

All of the information provided in whole school letters should also appear on our website which we
try to update at least half-termly, visit us at www.hesleden.durham.sch.uk ; Up-to-date news and
pictures are shared through our Twitter account, follow us at www.twitter.com/hesledenprimary

School website

Twitter.com

Welcome to 2020
Happy New Year! We hope you have all enjoyed the festive break and have spent time with friends and family.
You should receive information about this term in your child’s class from their teacher in their Curriculum letters
this week.
Dates for your diary – Spring 1st half-term
The events planned so far are listed below and further information will follow where necessary.
January:

February:

Mon 6th
Fri 17th
Mon 20th
Thurs 23rd
Fri 24th
W 29th-F 31st
Fri 31st
Fri 7th
Thurs 6th
Mon 10th
Wed 12th
Fri 14th

Dates to note
before Easter:

Family Fridays
Class 1:
Rest of the school:

Trainee teachers in C2 & C5 (5 weeks)
Reception Hearing tests
Class 2 visit to Blackhall library
Trainee teacher in C4 (3 weeks)
NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe assemblies & Y5/6 workshop
Class 3 visit to Blackhall library
*Free* Adult learning (in school) – see separate information letter soon
Class 4 visit to Blackhall library
Class 5 visit to Blackhall library
OASES visitor to Eco-Schools group
KS2 Enterprise day with Sarah McAllister; Fairtrade/Chocolate
Adam Bushnell writing workshops
Class 3 Assembly for parents; 9.05am
Reception visit to Blackhall library
Break up for half-term

 World book day – w/c 2nd March; activities (details to follow, but children are invited
to dress up)
 School photographer – 16th March
 Y3/4 Residential – 25th-27th March – Moor House (details to come soon)
 Easter family craft afternoons - Tue 31st Mar/Wed 1st Apr

7 February
28 February [C2 & C3]

27 March
13 March [C4 & C5]

Class Assemblies
This term’s dates for your diaries are as follows, and each assembly will begin at 9.10am.
Class 3: Wednesday 12th February
Class 2: Wednesday 25th March
Happy Birthday to you…
January:
Olivia N, Kristin, Cohen, Jay, Harley, Ethan C, Olly, Connor S
February:
Mason, Sam, Chloe C, Rosa D

Term dates and holiday times for this academic year [2019-20]
Holiday
Closing Date

Re-open for Teaching Purposes

Spring half-term 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 24 February 2020
Easter 2020
Friday 3 April 2020
Monday 20 April 2020
Summer half-term 2020
Thursday 21 May 2020
Monday 1 June 2020
Summer 2020
Friday 17 July 2020
Note: School will be closed to children for staff training on Friday 22 May 2019.

Spring term outdoors - The Right to Play ~ Article 31; The Right to be Safe ~ Article 19
Please make sure that your children are coming to school in warm coats and sensible shoes or boots. Wellies
will be needed to play on the field (and out in any snow that might arrive). Quite a lot of our outdoor play
equipment is accessible during all weathers on the field so it would be great if children could always have a pair
of wellies in school (these will be needed for Forest Schools). We will gratefully take any old/spare wellies you
might have to make sure all children can access the outdoor areas.
Our new gazebo is being installed this week – from our Lottery grant received in September. This will give more
outdoor learning space and somewhere extra for children to sit during break times.
Health & Safety - The Right to be Safe ~ Article 19
Just a gentle reminder of our guidelines and expectations…
All children with long hair should try to keep their hair tied up – this is essential for PE and children will be given
a bobble to do so.
Jewellery is not allowed in school (happily, no-one has returned after Christmas with new earrings – thank you!)
and children should only wear inexpensive watches if they choose to do so – please do not let children wear
expensive new Christmas presents! Again, however, for PE, watches will need to be removed – including ‘fitbit’
type watches.
PE kits should now be back in school – this must include a change of shoes/trainers, regardless of whether your
child wears trainer-like shoes for school. Thank you for helping us with this.
Reception Class Applications for Sept 2020 - The Right to an Education ~ Article 28
Parents who have children in Nursery, and who were born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016
must apply for a place in a Reception class so that they can start school in September 2020. The deadline for
this application is Wednesday 15th January. If you have not yet made your application, or are unsure how,
please speak to Mrs Allen or Mrs Medcalf and they will help. If you need access to the internet, we can help
with that too. https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2189/Apply-for-a-primary-place-deadline-15-January
Attendance and Punctuality - The Right to an Education ~ Article 28
All children received a letter about attendance during the last half-term. Towards the spring break we will be
repeating the attendance checking exercise and resending letters home. Hopefully all of the nasty winter
coughs, colds and bugs are now out of the system and our attendance levels will return to their normal high
rate.
Contacting school
During the last half term, we received a number of nuisance calls to school – occasionally during the day, but
mostly after school. We will make every effort to answer the phone, however if you need to speak to us and we
do not, please leave a message. The answer machine is checked regularly throughout the day and someone will
call you back if needed.
We apologise if this causes any inconvenience to you, but the matter has been referred to the police.
Vacancy: Lunchtime Supervisor
From February 2020 we will need a new Lunchtime Supervisor.
We are looking for a new enthusiastic, motivated and committed individual to take on the role.
The purpose of the job is to be responsible for the care and supervision of the children, before and after meals,
covering the full interval between the end of the morning session and the beginning of the afternoon session.
Any successful applicant would be expected to work within the School’s and Local Authority’s Policies and
Procedures.
If you, or anyone you know, are interested in the post, application packs and further information can be
collected from Mrs Medcalf in the School Office.
The closing date for the receipt of applications is noon on Friday 17th January 2020.

