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Making a difference! 
 

Year Early Years Curriculum Map- Nursery 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional 
Development 

 Adults ensure that 
children are 
comfortable to and 
have opportunities to 
join in during free play 
and adult led activities. 
 

 Adults talk to children 
about their interests 
and the choices they 
have made. 

 

  Adults help children 
recognise routines e.g. 
tidying up and 
understand the rules for 
being together with 
others, such as waiting 
for a turn.  

 

 Adults talk about 
feelings such as 
sadness, happiness, or 
feeling cross. 

 

 Adults model ways of 
noticing how others are 
feeling and comforting/ 
helping them. 

 

 Adults support 
children’s symbolic play, 
recognising that 
pretending to do 
something can help a 
child to express their 
feelings. 

 

 Adults help children to 
understand their rights 
to be kept safe by 
others, and encourage 
them to talk about ways 
to avoid harming or 
hurting others. 

• Adults support children 
in developing positive 
relationships by 
challenging negative 
comments and actions 
towards either peers or 
adults. To enable 
children to begin to: 
demonstrate friendly 
behaviour, initiate 
conversations and form 
good relationships with 
peers and familiar 
adults. 

 
• Adults continue to help 

children understand the 
feelings of others by 
labelling emotions such 
as sadness, happiness, 
feeling cross, lonely, 
scared or worried. 

 
• Adults encourage 

children to play with a 
variety of friends so 
that all children feel 
included and can play in 
a group, extending and 
elaborating play ideas, 
e.g. building up a role-
play activity with other 
children.  

 

 Adults encourage 
children to initiate play, 
offering cues to peers 
to join them and model 
how to keep play going 
by responding to what 
others are saying or 
doing. 

• Adults model being a 
considerate and 
responsive partner in 
interactions so that 
children begin to 
initiate conversations, 
attend to and take 
account of what others 
say. 

 
• Adults support children 

in linking openly and 
confidently with others, 
e.g. to seek help or 
check information. So 
that children can 
explain their own 
knowledge and 
understanding, and ask 
appropriate questions 
of others.  

 
• Adults ensure that both 

they and children make 
opportunities to listen 
to each other and 
explain their actions. In 
order to ensure that 
children take steps to 
resolve conflicts with 
other children, e.g. 
finding a compromise. 

 
• Adults encourage 

children to explore and 
talk about what they 
are learning, valuing 
their ideas and ways of 
doing things.  so that 
children are confident 
to speak to others 
about their own needs, 
wants, interests and 
opinions. 

 
• Adults enable children 

to describe themselves 



 Adults help children to 
recognise when their 
actions hurt others. 
Being mindful of their 
understanding of saying 
‘sorry’ before they have 
a real understanding of 
what this means. 

in positive terms and 
talk about abilities. This 
is achieved by only 
offering help with 
activities when the 
children need/ ask for 
help whilst at the same 
time encouraging and 
challenging the children 
to be more 
independent. 
Additionally, 
recognising and 
celebrating the 
children’s success with 
them.  

 
• Adults should support 

children to feel good 
about their own 
success, rather than 
relying on a judgement 
from them or wanting a 
sticker. e.g. Using gem 
powers. 

 
 
• Adults ensure that 

children have 
opportunities to 
identify and discuss 
boundaries, so that 
they understand why 
they are there and 
what they are intended 
to achieve.  

 
• Adults talk about fair 

and unfair situations, 
children’s feelings 
about fairness, and how 
we can make things 
fair. To enable children 
to begin to be able to 
negotiate and solve 
problems without 
aggression, e.g. when 
someone has taken 
their toy. 

 
• Adults model being fair, 

e.g. when choosing 
children for special 
jobs. They are alert to 
injustices and let 
children see that they 
are addressed and 



resolved. This enables 
children to understand 
that their own actions 
affect other people e.g. 
become upset or tries 
to comfort another 
child when they realise, 
they have upset them. 

 
• Adults affirm and praise 

positive behaviour, 
explaining that it makes 
children and adults feel 
happier. 

 
• Adults encourage 

children to think about 
issues from the 
viewpoint of others. 

 
• Adults make time to 

listen to children 
respectfully and kindly, 
and explain to all the 
children why this is 
important.  Children 
will then know that 
they will be listened to 
when they raise 
injustices.   

 

Physical 
Development 

Throughout the year children will: 

  Learn to move confidently in a range of different ways on different levels, at 
varying    speeds during multi-skills lessons, gym, yoga lessons and in the outdoor 
provision. 

  Learn to move safely, in a space, in different ways, balancing, using climbing 
equipment, wheeled toys/bikes/scooters, changing speed & direction when 
running and playing chasing games.  

 Develop skills rolling, throwing, catching and kicking using different sized balls. e.g. 
playing with the basketball net, skittles, tennis rackets and cricket bats. 

  Build up confidence when balancing during gym carousel and outdoor provision 
e.g. using crates and planks. 

 Develop fine motor skills - pencil & scissor grip and control, manipulating objects, 
tools, construction, malleable materials. (e.g. Funky Fingers, Dough Disco and 
Wiggle Squiggle) To become increasingly confident when mark making, holding 
tools (e.g. pencils, scissors, paint brushes) appropriately.  

 Develop independence with self-care skills such as toileting, hand washing, 
dressing and snack. e.g. children to have free access to snack throughout the day.  

 Recognise danger and develop awareness of safety. e.g.  during adult led cooking 
activities and during free play when climbing, running and balancing.   

Communication & 
Language 

Throughout the year children will learn to:   

  Listen to others one to one and in small groups. Listen and understand more 
complex sentences. Then respond appropriately with relevant comments, 
questions or actions. e.g. during circle/carpet time.  

  Develop their understanding of : simple questions (who, what, where, why and 
how); action words (jumping); simple concepts(big/little); the use of objects 



(scissors);and  prepositions (under, on top, behind) during circle time and free 
play. 

  Listen to rhymes and stories and join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key 
events during story time and with adults/peers during free play. 

 Respond to simple instructions and then instructions involving a two-part 
sequence through adult initiated/led and child led activities. e.g. tidy up time and 
focused tasks.   

 Use appropriate language to re-enact/re-tell simple and familiar stories and recall 
and relive past experiences.   

 Develop language skills to use more complex sentences e.g. using and/because 
and use a range of tenses. 

 Use language to imagine and recreate roles in play situations and begin to 
introduce a story line or narrative into their play. 

  Develop manners and social conventions of conversation using intonation, 
rhythm and phrasing to make their meaning clear to others. 

Literacy 

Across the year: 
Reading: 

 Letters and Sounds phase 1 activities during circle time e.g.- environmental sounds, 
instrumental sounds and body percussion. 

 Adults encourage repetition, rhythm and rhyme by using tone and intonation as they 
tell, recite or sing stories, poems and rhymes and children listen with increasing 
attention and recall. 

 Children can choose favourite stories, rhymes, songs and poems at circle/story time/ 
during free play (1:1 with adult or peers) and join in with repeated words, refrains and 
phrases. Adults support children to handle books with care and holds books the 
correct way up and turns the pages. 

 Adults use open questions to encourage children:  to anticipate key events/endings 
and phrases in rhymes and stories; describes main story settings, events and principal 
characters. 

 Adults ‘grow vocabulary’ throughout the day by using synonyms e.g. asking children to 
describe pictures/character’s feelings e.g. using a different word for ‘sad’. During free 
play adults can extend vocabulary e.g. in the playdough area ‘it feels gloopy, sticky, 
tacky, soft’. 

 As well as access to favourite/familiar stories children can access topic related books 
during free play. 

 Children join in/enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities and begin to show awareness of 
rhyme and alliteration. 

 Adults read big books and model reading left to right and top to bottom. 

 Children have named pegs, snack place and signs so that they begin to recognise their 
names. 

 Children learn Read Write Inc Set 1 sounds in the Summer Term of their final year in 
Nursery. 

Writing: 

 Adults encourage children to distinguish between the different marks they make 
during free play and focused tasks. 

 Play sound games so children can recognise the initial sounds in words e.g. alphabet 
cans. 

 Begin to write their name and other emergent writing e.g. lists, cards and invitations. 

Mathematics 

 Children to recite numbers in 
order using a range of 
number songs and stories 
including, nursery rhymes 
and from ‘Ten Town’ and 
‘Number blocks’. 

 

• To begin to recognise 
numbers 1-5 and 
then 1-10 and 
practice these 
regularly. 

 

• To recognise 
numbers 1-10 
confidently and to 
practise matching 
numeral to quantity 
of objects with 
increasing accuracy.  

 



 To show an interest in 
numbers in the environment. 
Using resources and shapes 
from the Maths area, ‘Ten 
Town’ freeze and across the 
continuous provision. 

  

 To show an interest in 
shapes in the environment 
and use these during play 
e.g. shape containers in the 
water area. 

 

 Children to recite numbers 
to 10. Counting up and down 
0-10 to ‘Blast off’ to play 
using fingers to represent 
the numbers. 

 

 Children to begin to count 
objects in focused task e.g. 
using the ‘counting cans’ or 
during free play e.g. 
‘counting cookies’ in role 
play area. 

  

 Children develop/use 
language to describe every-
day shapes- big/small/tall. 

  

 Children to begin to learn 
names of shapes during 
focussed activities. 

• Children to practise 
counting with 1:1 
correspondence. 
 

• Children shown 
interest in shapes and 
begin to construct 
using wooden, 
connecting blocks, 
plastic construction 
bricks etc. to e.g build 
an enclosure or 
bridge using a variety 
of different shapes, 
investigating which 
shapes work best and 
which do not work. 
(Regarding the seven 
stages of block play.) 

 
• To recognise 

numbers 1-5 then 1-
10  and begin to 
match objects to 
quantity.  

 
• Children begin to 

notice similarities and 
differences in shapes 
of natural and real 
objects e.g. clocks, 
houses, flowers and 
insects. 

 
• Children to learn to 

use positional 
language e.g. hide the 
object games or hide 
and seek during free 
play 

• Children to create a 
piece of artwork 
using a variety of 
different shapes for 
a purpose. 

 
 
• To recognise a circle, 

square, triangle, 
rectangle, star, 
heart, diamond 
confidently. 

 

 Across the year children will; 

 Have the opportunity to talk about their own immediate families and relations. And 
talk about significant events in their own experiences (in circle time). 

 Be able to imitate actions from their own families and cultural backgrounds e.g. 
making a cup of tea in the home corner. 

 Begin to have their own friends and learn that they have similarities and differences 
that connect and distinguish them from others. 

 To learn about different occupations and ways of life through topics, small world play 
(a farm and train track) and significant calendar events from the UK and across the 
world. 

 Children can learn, show concern, comment and ask questions about their familiar and 
the natural world e.g. Observing seasonal change, minibeasts, natural and found 
objects. 

 Learn about growth, decay and changes e.g. butterfly lifecycle. 

 Acquire basic skills in operating ICT equipment e.g. remote control cars, CD players, 
cameras and beebots. 



 Can use ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate software e.g. using class I-pads 
play games, find information and create a picture. 

Seasonal topics and 
activities: 
 

Harvest  
Halloween 
Bonfire Night 
Remembrance Sunday 
Festivals - Hindu Divali, 
Christmas 

Chinese New Year- Cooking 
and tasting Chinese food 
Valentines' Day 
Mother’s Day  
Pancake Day- 
Making and choosing 
toppings for pancakes 
Easter 
Holi 

Butterfly lifecycle- 
caterpillar pack 
Father’s Day 
Planting flower and 
vegetable seeds. 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Throughout the year children will learn to:·  

 Sing a variety of nursery rhymes and songs (e.g. using ‘Singing Hands’ and Charanga) 
and become familiar with these. 

 To move to music and play instruments to a variety of different songs. 

 To mark make and understand that lines can enclose a space and use these shapes to 
represent objects. 

 Explore colour and how it can be changed. 

 Construct using a variety of materials with different textures (e.g. junk modelling, 
wooden block play) 

 Explore and learn how to use tools and joining materials. (e.g. Scissors, tape and glue) 

 Engage in imaginative role play.e.g using small world and home corner, playing 
alongside/ cooperating with other children to act out a narrative.  

Art using natural materials - 
autumn leaves, sticks. e.g. 
leaf hedgehog pictures 
Making marks –hand, 
vegetable & finger prints 
Firework and bonfire 
pictures. 
Halloween handprint 
pictures- ghosts, spiders and 
pumpkins. 
Explore different techniques 
e.g. wax resist and salt 
pictures to create winter 
scenes. 
Christmas cards and 
calendars.  
Role play -home - corner 
and enhancements 
according to the children’s 
interests. 

Chinese Dragon puppets. 
Spring flower paintings. 
Card making. 
Easter crafts- handprint 
chicks, Easter egg 
decorating. 
Seed and bean collage 

Butterfly Symmetry prints 
Sand Art Pictures 
Water colour painting e.g 
sea side and ocean pictures. 
Sculpture with clay. 

WOW / Outcome 

School Nurse Visit- hand 
washing and teeth cleaning. 
‘The Apple Tree’ Orchestra 
on -line concert. 
Nativity Performance 
EYFS Christmas Party- magic 
show and visit from Father 
Christmas. 

Fire Brigade Visit 
World Book Day- children 
read with older children 
from Class 3 and Class 5 
Visit from Steve’s Animal 
Ark. 

EYFS Sports Day 
Transition for Reception- 
meeting with parents, 
School Nurse and PSA. 

 


