
Hesleden Primary School – Newsletter [Nov/Dec 2021]  

 
 

Letters and information sent home are uploaded to our website at least half-termly, visit us at 
www.hesleden.durham.sch.uk; Up-to-date news and pictures are shared through our Twitter 
account, including home learning opportunities and other useful links, follow us at 
www.twitter.com/hesledenprimary  
 
Recent communications 
Last week we sent home a number of important letters. These are summarised below. If you did 
not receive your copies, please contact us. 

• Foodbank/Uniform swap – this facility is now in use. Parents are welcome to browse and take what is 
required without an appointment, and free of charge. 

• Assembly Presentation information – this letter was to update you about dates/times of our anniversary 
assemblies. There was a tear off slip for you to return to school with your choices. If you did not receive 
your family’s invite, please let Mrs Medcalf know as soon as possible. If you have not returned the reply 
slip, please do so by Wednesday. 

• Emergency medication letter – this letter was to let you know that, in the case of emergency, we are 
able to administer paracetamol or ibruprofen, inhalers or epipens, but you must provide written consent. 
The double-sided form allows you to choose whether or not to provide consent. Please return these to 
school if you do. Please note: we would always contact primary carers about any medication 
administered. 

• DCC Additional Measures – this was sent to you, by email, on behalf of the Local Authority. The LA are 
making schools aware that, due to the high number of Covid-19 cases in the area, schools may have to 
re-impose additional health and safety measures. As stated in the letter, this may include a return to 
strict bubbles and reduced mixing in school (we currently eat lunch and have assemblies in the hall). 
We will be keeping a close eye on the situation and will be following any further advice. Hopefully we 
will not have to cancel our assemblies at the last minute, however this is a possibility. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
There are an increasing number of children arriving after 9am, and we would ask that you try your very best 
to be in school by 8.55am. This is when registers are taken and morning challenges / interventions have 
already started. A reminder of our staggered start times are: 

 

Family surname initial / Time Family surname initial / Time Family surname initial / Time 

A – C 8.40-8.45am D – L 8.45-8.50am M – Z 8.50-8.55am 

 
Additional School Closure 
Next year sees the Platinum jubilee of the Queen’s reign. To celebrate, the government have given an 
additional bank holiday (3.6.21). Because the bank holiday falls within a half-term, schools have been advised 
that they can choose an additional, alternate date. 
 
We will be closed on Monday 31st January 2022 for our additional bank holiday. This is extra to the other 
school closures in the grid below. 
 

Holiday  Closing Date  Re-open for Teaching Purposes  

Christmas 2021  Friday 17 December 2021  Wednesday 5 January 2022  

Spring half-term 2022  Friday 18 February 2022  Monday 28 February 2022  

Easter 2022  Friday 8 April 2022  Monday 25 April 2022  

Summer half-term 2022  Thursday 26 May 2022  Monday 6 June 2022  

Summer 2022  Thursday 21 July 2022    

School will be closed for staff training on:  26.11.21 4.1.22 21.3.22 27.5.22 

 

Twitter.com  

School website  

http://www.hesleden.durham.sch.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/hesledenprimary


Drop off & Pick up parking around school 
Once again, we urge drivers to take extra care when dropping off and picking up close to the school site. 
Please:  

• Do not stop/park/turn at the top of the drive as it is in constant use at busy times  

• Take extra care when pulling away/passing parked cars – children often forget to stop, look and listen! 

• Be considerate of local residents’ driveways and access to their homes 
 
Remembrance 
There will be a Service of Remembrance at the Hesleden Memorial at 10.50am on Sunday 14th November. 
Mrs Johnson will be attending to represent the school, but children and families are also welcome to attend. 
 
Children in Need 
Friday 19th November (next week) is Children in Need. 
Children are invited to come to school dressed in spots and/or stripes for the day and 
Pudsey related activities will take place during the afternoon. 
Donations are voluntary and can be made through ParentPay (a page should appear when you login). Any 
donations into school fund through ParentPay next week will be sent off to support the charity. 

 
90th Anniversary week (22nd-27th November) 
We will be holding in-school celebrations on the Monday and Thursday of our celebration week, and we will 
be holding our assembly presentations on the Tuesday and Wednesday – please see last week’s letter for 
details. School is closed on Friday 26th November. 

 
The children have been told that they can come to school in olden-day 
uniforms for the week (if they choose), but particularly on the assembly days. 
We have shared photos of what clothing was like – but have said that they 
should find something they can wear that is similar – please do not buy 
anything especially for the week. 
 

On Saturday 27th November (10am-2pm) we will be opening the school to 
families, friends, the local and wider community, particularly anyone currently 
or formerly connected with the school – please spread the word! We will be 
sending home posters and leaflets soon. 
 
We are planning a one-way system through the hall (‘gallery’), down the KS2 corridor (‘gallery’ and artefacts), 
and out onto the yard where we hope to hold an outdoor winter/Christmas fair. Visitors will be able to see 
class displays of work, and of projects we are currently working on. Our family trees will be displayed and 
our special visitor, Bill Elliot, will be hosting on olden day artefact exhibition, with items from Beamish 
museum. 
 
We hope to also have our usual Christmas fair stalls, including games, cakes and refreshments, tombola and 
raffle. Any donations towards any of the usual Christmas things would be greatly appreciated! 
 
Christmas performances 
Following our Anniversary presentations, our Christmas performances will be much more ‘low-key’ and will 
be similar to last year – a short recorded item posted on our Twitter feed. 
 

Because we will be sharing these ‘performances’ online, like last year, we will need specific consent to do 
this – this is extra to the consent for photographs you have already given – and you must tell us, or your 
children will not be involved in the online versions. Please look out for an e-survey where you will need to 
reply ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  
 
Mrs Dunn 


