
Hesleden Primary School – Newsletter [January 2022]  

 
 

Letters and information sent home are uploaded to our website at least half-termly, visit us at 
www.hesleden.durham.sch.uk; Up-to-date news and pictures are shared through our Twitter 
account, including teaching and learning activities and useful links, follow us at 
www.twitter.com/hesledenprimary  
 
 
Happy New Year! 
We are delighted that we are able to welcome everyone back this week! You will have seen lots of updates 
about Covid-19 on the news recently and this letter provides a little bit more with regards to our school. We 
are still in very uncertain times and we will try to keep you as informed as we can, with as much notice as 
possible! 
 
School run information 
Once again, we urge drivers to take extra care when dropping off and picking up close to the school site. 
Please:  

• Drive slowly 

• Do not stop/park/turn at the top of the drive as it is in constant use at busy times  

• Take extra care when pulling away/passing parked cars – children often forget to stop, look and listen! 

• Be considerate of local residents’ driveways and access to their homes 
 
We are continuing to use a staggered start to reduce the numbers of children arriving together, and to help 
with the above parking issues. However, all children should be in school by 8.55am. This is when registers 
are taken and morning challenges / interventions have already started. A reminder of our staggered start 
times are: 

 

Family surname initial / Time Family surname initial / Time Family surname initial / Time 

A – C 8.40-8.45am D – L 8.45-8.50am M – Z 8.50-8.55am 

 
 
REMINDER - Additional School Closure 
This year sees the Platinum jubilee of the Queen’s reign. To celebrate, the government have given an 
additional bank holiday (3.6.21). Because the bank holiday falls within a half-term, schools have been advised 
that they can choose an additional, alternate date. 
 
We will be closed on Monday 31st January 2022 for our additional bank holiday. This is extra to the other 
school closures in the grid below. 
 

Holiday  Closing Date  Re-open for Teaching Purposes  

Spring half-term 2022  Friday 18 February 2022  Monday 28 February 2022  

Easter 2022  Friday 8 April 2022  Monday 25 April 2022  

Summer half-term 2022  Thursday 26 May 2022  Monday 6 June 2022  

Summer 2022  Thursday 21 July 2022    

School will be closed for staff training on:  26.11.21 4.1.22 21.3.22 27.5.22 
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Foodbank / Pre-loved clothing  
Our entrance porch continues to stock a huge selection of clothing, of all sizes, and is well worth a look – 
especially for the winter. There are a number of warm winter coats, ready to play in the snow, and a good 
range of tops and bottoms for easy changes on those wet wintry days. We can easily let you know about 
sizes in stock if you give us a call. (Note – we are not currently collecting uniform donations, but will let you 
know when we’re ready to restart). 
 
Our foodbank continues to have a range of foods – breakfasts, lunches and dinners – feel free to pop in and 
take what you need. Everything is in good date and sorted regularly. Donations for the foodbank are always 
welcomed. 
 
 
Covid-19 – School Update 
While we have yet to see the impact of the increasing number of local cases on our school, we have returned 
to school as we ended last term: 
We are restricting mixing of children as far as we can, this includes eating lunch in the classrooms, and 
conducting assemblies virtually. Any activities will be in class groups only. 
 
Breakfast/After-school clubs – these will also remain in bubbles when they restart on 10th January. We would 
ask that you only use before/after school provision where you absolutely must. Numbers may be restricted if 
the groups become too large. 
 
Government guidance is to keep schools open using all and any means necessary. As always, we will do our 
best. We have been very fortunate over the past two years to have been able to keep closures to a minimum, 
however we are well aware that the Omicron variant spreads much easier/faster and therefore causes more 
absences, though thankfully, currently milder symptoms. 
 
While we will use ‘as many means as possible’, our school / classes will only remain open as long as it is safe 
to do so – for both children and adults – and if a closure is required we will make sure it is for the shortest 
period possible. We hope that you understand this and continue to support our safety measures. 
 
We will continue to inform you, by email, of positive cases within school, although we are not able to share 
names etc. and we will remind you of isolation periods and testing requirements each time. If your child is 
showing symptoms, or tests positive on a lateral flow test, then a PCR test must be taken and they should 
isolate until the PCR results are received. Please continue to let us know about any illnesses or Covid issues. 
You can contact school on 01429 836376, you can also leave a message on the absence line (we will usually 
call you back). Out of school hours you can email hesleden@durhamlearning.net – this is checked regularly. 
 
Teachers continue to prepare remote learning grids which are emailed to parents of any children who have 
to isolate. In the event of a class closure, these would also be posted on the class page of our website. Our 
Remote Education Policy will be updated to reflect the current situation. 
 
We were hoping to restart parent visits into school (Family Fridays etc.) later this half term, but we will wait 
to see how the next few weeks affect learning before we make any firm decisions. We will also respond to 
any government or Local Authority guidance as it is updated. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hesleden@durhamlearning.net


Guidance for testing and isolating: 
NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-
isolate-and-what-to-do/  
 
GOV.UK - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
People with symptoms / Positive results 

 
Close contacts: 
 
You are legally required to self-isolate unless you meet any of the following conditions: 

• you are fully vaccinated. Fully vaccinated means you have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine such as 
Pfizer BioNTech, AstraZeneca or Spikevax (formerly Moderna). You are also fully vaccinated if you have 
had one dose of the single-dose Janssen vaccine 

• you are below 18 years 6 months 

• you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
If you meet any of these four conditions you are not legally required to self-isolate. If you are aged 5 years 
or over, however, you are strongly advised to: 

• take an LFD test every day for 7 days, or until 10 days after the household member who has COVID-19 
started their self-isolation period if this is earlier 

• take this daily LFD test before you leave your home for the first time that day 
 
If you take an LFD test and the result is positive, you should immediately self-isolate to prevent you from 
passing the infection on to other people. You should arrange to have a PCR test. If this PCR test result is 
positive, you must self-isolate and follow the advice for people who have COVID-19. If this PCR test result is 
negative, you can stop self-isolating but you should continue to take your daily LFD tests. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countries-with-approved-covid-19-vaccination-programmes-and-proof-of-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#SymptomsPositiveTest

